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A Winter Wonderland to Enjoy 

Box 2
Owen Sound, ON 
N4K 5P1

From the President 

Dan Purdon 
What a difference a year 
makes for our club with 
the return of a more 
"normal" snow season.   It 
was heartening after all 
o u r o f f s e a s o n 
preparation to have good 
skiing prior to Christmas 
and despi te a smal l 
warming after Christmas, 
we now have lots of snow 
covering the Sawmill and 
C o l p o y s t r a i l s .   I 
encourage our members 
and f r i ends to take 
advantage of the trail 
conditions and perhaps a 

trip to the Beaver Valley 
Ski Club February 9 to 15 where you can ski for free as 
part of our five local ski club exchanges.

You will note this newsletter is a month earlier than prior 
years and we hope this will provide more timely 
information on club activities and events in the heart of 
the season.   The regular newsletters provide a wealth 
of   information for our   members and I want to 
acknowledge the Executive who contribute and prepare 
inserts regarding important events and happenings at 
the Club.  In particular a special thanks to  Paula Wilcox 
who as the Newsletter Editor, has no small task in 
pulling together all the reports and updates.   Outside of 
the October newsletter which is mailed out, subsequent   
newsletters are emailed to the current members and 
pos ted on our Bruce Sk i C lub webs i te a t : 
bruceskiclub.ca

Welcome to Rick Graham who has joined the Grooming 
Team at Sawmill and Robin Peg at Colpoys.   We're all 
aware of how increasingly challenging the task for our 
groomers is with heavier snow and in particular with 
Colpoys, more tree fall occurring on a regular basis.   In 
the prior newsletter we introduced a number of our 

Club Events 
February 1, 2025 - Soup for Julian (see below)
February 20, 2025 - Elementary School Race
March 1, 2025 - Jackrabbit Year End Carnival

Interclub, Southern Ontario District Races 
February 9, 2025 - Suntrail Special
February 23, 2025 - Community Classic

Ski Club Exchange 
Feb 9-15, 2025   - Beaver Valley Ski Club

Upcoming Events

groomers to the membership so  say hello if you see 
them on the trails or in the shop.

The ski season is now off to a great start! Trails were 
open on the first Saturday of Jackrabbits, the Georgian 
Bay Nordic team is out practising on a regular  basis 
and our first race of the season - Great Wolf High 
School Race, after a snow day delay, completed with 
the help of many Club volunteers.  Our next race event 
is the Suntrail Special on Sunday February 9th and 
more volunteers are welcome.   Contact our  Race 
Coordinator,  Marilyn Suke if you are available 
mpsuke@gmail.com 

Members will receive an emailed  "Soup for Julian" 
fundraising event notice happening Saturday February 
1st, noon to 1pm at the Sawmill Nordic Centre.   Julian 
Smith is racing for Canada in four upcoming 
European  events and started his cross country ski 
journey at our club. He continues to ski under the 
Georgian Bay Nordic home club designation. If you can 
attend, or make a donation if you can't, we can 
continue to support Julian on the World Stage.  

By now many of  the  Club members will have skied 
the  new "black trail" on the former Georgian (con’t) 

mailto:mpsuke@gmail.com
http://bruceskiclub.ca/
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Race Co-ordinator 

Marilyn Suke 
With only one delay (but a lot of worry!) the Great Wolf 
High School race went ahead as planned. Thanks to the 
efforts of more than 25 volunteers about 100 High School 
and some Elementary students had a wonderful time 
racing on our beautifully groomed trails.  It is so valuable 
that Bruce Ski club is able to offer such high quality 
racing to our young skiers.

If you are wishing you were there, don't worry!  There are 
other opportunities!
Suntrail Special - Sunday February 9 - Classic for the 
little ones and Freestyle (skate) for the older
Elementary School Race - Thursday February 20
Community Classic - Sunday February 23 - Classic 
race with a very fun mass start (by category) format.

Please come and volunteer, enter the race or just come 
to see some very fine skiing.   The trails remain open for 
our members during these races, but our shelter is used 
as a race office and the parking lot will be busy so just be 
aware.  

If you would like to volunteer - no experience necessary - 
there will be a job that fits your skill set!
mpsuke@gmail.com

Julian Smith Update 
Heidi Tones

Soup for Julian will be held on Saturday Feb 1st at 
Sawmill Trails from 12 - 1:00pm. Come on out and have 
a nice hot bowl of soup (vegan and gluten free options 
available) before or after your ski, and support Julian 
Smith! Julian is a self-funded athlete training out of 
Thunder Bay at NTDC. All proceeds go to  Julian's 
racing expenses.

Julian Smith has been named COC Male Sprint Leader 
in Canada and has thus qualified for World Cup Period 
3. He will travel to   Les Rousses, France, Engadin, 
Switzerland, Cogne, Italy and finish in Falun, Sweden. 
It is a great opportunity and one that Julian has worked 
hard to achieve, but is costing him $9,000.

If you would like classical or skate skiing lessons, 
p l e a s e c o n t a c t  H e i d i 
at  smith.tones@gmail.com.  Lessons are at Sawmill 
trails. Payment is by donation and all proceeds go 
towards Julian.

Bluffs Landfill site.   In the interest of Safety you will 
have passed a second Emergency/Medical Toboggan 
station similar to the one at Crossroads.   Further in the 
newsletter you will find instructions on what to do in the 
event of an emergency/medical situation requiring 
evacuation. Importantly the  access/exit point for this 
toboggan  is on the Stone School Road gate for the 
Georgian Bluffs Landfill site (not the Sawmill Nordic 
Centre Parking Lot). As always, best to be prepared.

On a more fun note, we are holding a contest to name 
the new trail.   Look further in the newsletter on how to 
submit your suggestion, naming to be confirmed at the 
Annual General Meeting at the end of the season.

Enjoy the snow.

mailto:mpsuke@gmail.com
mailto:smith.tones@gmail.com
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Sawmill 
Nordic 
Centre

Name the New Trail! 

Kelly Rogers 

By now many of you will have had a chance to ski the 
second phase of the new trails at Sawmill on Georgian 
Bluff’s old dumpsite property.   After an enthusiastic 
response to the naming competition last year, it was a 
no-brainer to run the contest again to name the second 
section of trail. This trail is categorized as an expert trail 
due to some good climbs and technical fast downhills, 
along with a meandering easy section through the pines.  
What will come after Humpty Dumpty?  Put your creative 
juices to work and submit your suggestions to 
newtrail@bruceskiclub.ca by March 16th.    Members will 
be able to vote on the short list of names in person at the 
April AGM to determine the winner. (As an added bonus, 
the winner will take home a gift certificate donated by 
Suntrail Outfitters!)

Emergency Evacuation

(Cross Roads / Bus Shelter Toboggan)

Use this toboggan to assist with an
emergency evacuation or for non-emergency
injury.

The 911 access point is the Sawmill Nordic
Centre entrance to the parking lot off of
Highway #6 (see map)

911 information for this access point is:

Fire Number: 719521
Hwy 6, 
Hepworth ON, 
N0H 1P0

GPS Coordinates:    44.628317, -81.115824

Take this sheet and map with you if
helpful.

Please contact Dan Purdon:

(519) 477-5330
president@bruceskiclub.ca

to report the 911 incident and to request
help returning the toboggan, information
sheet and map.

Facilities Manager 
Fred Schlenker 

I hope you have been enjoying the skiing conditions that 
we have had so far. This year is making up for last year!!

You will notice some instructions have been (will be) 
posted on both of our emergency toboggan  stands. I 
thought that it might not hurt to make these instructions 
available in the newsletter. Reading them through ahead 
of time might be helpful in the event that you happen to 
play a role in an actual evacuation on our trail system. I 
do not know of any serious medical emergencies that 
have made use of the toboggan(s) so far, but I know they 
have been used several times for minor incidents. 
Please look through the instructions. Note that there are 
two access points that could be used. It would be 
important to have this fact straight in the event of a real 
emergency involving 911 first responders. Great Wolf Relay Races

mailto:newtrail@bruceskiclub.ca
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Georgian Bay Nordic 

Michelle Lafleur 

The race season was off to a flying start at the Candy 
Cane Cup (OCup #1) hosted by Nakkertok Ski Club in 
December. Podium finishes went to Liam Law who 
scored a skiing hat trick placing third in all three events! 
GBN was well represented by our U18 skiers (Aleida 
Nelson and Olivier Lafleur), U16 skiers (Lorelei Angus), 
and U14 skiers (Mackenzie Angus, Caleb Hodgkinson, 
Juliette Lafleur, Liam Law). Special shoutout to Bob Groh 
and Seonwha Chun who volunteered for the weekend 
even though their skiers have now moved on to 
university!  

There was a lot of excellent skiing at the Sounder, our 
first SOD paraffin race of the season.   The mass start 
added an extra level of excitement, and we witnessed a 
phenomenal finish with our two senior racers crossing 
the line just 0.01 seconds apart!   Representing GBN 
were: Olivia Abbott, Mackenzie Angus, Santiago 
Guzman, Aidan and Caleb Hodgkinson, Juliette and 
Olivier Lafleur, and Aleida Nelson.

Next up was another OCup at North Bay Nordic.   GBN 
was well represented by 8 athletes who showed grit and 
determination in overcoming personal challenges and 
demonstrated excellent sportsmanship cheering their 

Santiago Guzman 

Age: 11 (races U12 B) 
F a v o u r i t e e v e n t o r 
distance: 3.5 km Skate 
Racing pet peeve: When 
the tracks are bad. 
Advice for a new nordic 
skier: Just ski! 
Name some tracks on 
your workout playlist: 
Music doesn’t focus me 
Most memorable race: 
Youth Champs at Soo 
Finnish. I like that it was 
big! 
F a v o u r i t e w a f f l e 

toppings: Maple Syrup 
What brand of shades do you race in? Blue 
Pre-race snack:  Cliff Bar 
Favourite trail and why? The New Trail because it’s 
hilly.

Get to Know our GBN Athletes

Emergency Evacuation

(Georgian Bluffs Head of Trails Toboggan)

Use this toboggan to assist with an emergency
evacuation or for non-emergency injury.

The 911 access point is the Stone School Road gate
for the Georgian Bluffs Landfill Site. See
suggested route on map. The large yellow gate is
located just past the green municipal equipment
shed. Gate is closed but has easy access underneath
the gate.

911 information for this access point is:

Fire Number: 340068
Stone School Rd.
Hepworth ON,
N0H 2T0

GPS Coordinates:     44.644494, -81.119686

Do not confuse this access point with the main
entrance to the Sawmill Nordic Centre.

Take this sheet and map with you if helpful.

Please contact Dan Purdon:

(519) 477-5330
president@bruceskiclub.ca

to report the 911 incident and to request help
returning the toboggan, information sheet and map.

competitors on in the true spir i t of racing 
camaraderie.   Podium finishes went to Santiago 
Guzman (double gold), Liam Law (silver), and Juliette 
Lafleur (silver and bronze). It was a chilly classic 
morning with temperatures dipping below -20° C, but 
the races got pushed to the afternoon and all of our 
skiers finished with their appendages intact! 
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Matt Nelson

How long have you 
coached Nordic skiing? I 
have been coaching since 
Aidan was in Jackrabbits 
so about 13 years now. (ed 
note: Aidan Nelson is a 
GBN alumni and now skis 
on the Carleton University 
team)
Did you ski as a child? 
Just a few times for fun. 
Not competitively.

What motivates you as a 
coach? The athlete’s growth and development. I love 
the kids’ fun energy and positivity. I like to suck that up 
like sun rays!
Advice for a new Nordic skier: Just get out there and 
have fun! Don’t sweat the small stuff.
Coaching pet peeve: A bad attitude.
Can you share an inspiring athlete story? My most 
inspiring ones are people who are racing for the pure 
joy of racing. I’m inspired when they show up against all 
odds and put it on the table.
Favourite waffle toppings: I love fruit, whipped cream, 
and chocolate sprinkles
How long can you wax on about wax? How much 
time is there in a day?! From here to Ottawa at least.
Favourite après-ski beverage: Nothing is better than 
a cold crisp lager
Favourite trail and why? I love the trails at 
Temiskaming Nordic for cruising. And I’m still a sucker 
for Sidewinder at Sawmill! There are great trails all over 
the place. Just get out there.

Mackenzie Angus

Age: 13 (races U14B)
Favourite event or 
distance:   3 km skate
Racing pet peeve: 
When somebody passes 
you and then slows 
down!
A d v i c e f o r a n e w 
nordic skier: It’s just a 
race! Also, pay attention 
to how you pole.
Name some tracks on 
your workout playlist: I 
don’t listen to music 

while doing a workout! 
Most memorable race: Youth Champs at Soo 
Finnish. I got on the podium and I got a free toque 
that I still wear
Favourite waffle toppings:  Fried Chicken
What brand of shades do you race in? Zizu
Pre-race snack: Fruit gummies
Favourite trail and why? The New Trail at Sawmill. 
It’s got hills and it’s easy to get good training on it.

Aleida Nelson

Age: 17 (races U18 G)
Favourite event or 
distance: 10km classic 
or 7.5 km skate
Racing pet peeve: 
When people step on 
your skis
A d v i c e f o r a n e w 
nordic skier: Have fun, 
get out as much as you 
can and stick to the 
training plan. Remember 
tha t everyone fa l l s 
sometimes!

Name some tracks on your workout playlist: I’m a 
no music listener. I like the sounds of nature!
Most memorable race: Nationals 2024 at Nakkertok 
Nordic. Racing in +10 degree weather was a fun 
experience but not ideal conditions for sure
Favourite waffle toppings: Maple syrup, butter, 
whipped cream, blueberries and strawberries.
What brand of shades do you race in? Oakley
Pre-race snack: GoGo Squeeze or Cliff blocks
Favourite trail and why? I do really enjoy Grunt! My 
favourite place to race is at Nakkertok because I like 
the hills.

Get to Know our GBN Coaches
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Jackrabbits’  
“Rabbit Report” 

Erin Scheel 

Jackrabbits is off and running with wonderful snowy trails 
and a great group of skiers and coaches (110 people are 
involved this year); thank you coaches, fire marshals, 
groomers & coordinators! 

We look forward to an action-packed February with our 
100m sprints at the beginning and end of the month, 
Soup For Julian and GBN waxing (Feb 1), the 
Community Classic race and the Suntrail Special race.

If you’ve got young skiers in your network who might like 
to participate in the coming years, we encourage you to 
come ski at Sawmill on Saturdays between 10 am-12 pm 
so they can see the Jackrabbits in action. 

Our year end carnival happens March 1st. You’re 
welcome to come watch, cheer, or volunteer! The action 
will all take place near the stadium past the grooming 
hut.

Coach Dan was ready to take the Jackrabbits to the 
beach to go waterskiing!?!
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Benito Guzman

Hi, I’m a resident of 
Colpoy’s Bay. I'm excited 
to be the new t ra i l 
captain for the Colpoys 
Trail and also part of the 
g rooming team. My 
favourite part of the trail 
is Pine Avenue, and I 
enjoy skiing at night with 
m y w i f e a n d s o n , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e 
moonlight. I hope to see 
you on the trails soon 
and say hello in person.

Clare Matthews

I am in my second 
season of grooming, 
having started in the 
2 0 2 3 / 2 4 s e a s o n . 
Sawmill was looking for 
groomers and since I 
like to ski on groomed 
trails I decided to look 
into it. Having had a 
desk job for my career it 
is truly a delight to be 
able to be outside and 
active now that I am 
retired. Outside of winter 
months my favourite 
machine is the wood 

chipper on our John Deere tractor. 
I learned to cross country ski as a teenager then 
ignored it for decades as I pursued recreational 
downhill skiing… mainly out in the Rockies in both BC 
and Colorado.   These days I prefer the no lifts, no 
lines and the amazing quietness of cross country 
skiing. I usually ski classic. I am learning to 
skate ski but it is slow going.  

Rick Graham
This year is Rick's first 
year grooming and he 
is excited to join the 
Bruce Ski Club. Rick is 
semi-retired from 30 
years in Corrections 
and is a small engine 
mechanic/hobbyist. He 
is not a sk ier and 
decided snowshoeing is 
h i s w i n t e r s p o r t 
after  failed attempts 
numerous times when 
his niece  tried to teach 
him to skate ski. He has 
spent many snowy days 
driving his 3 children to 

Jackrabbits and races over the 20 plus years they have 
been members of the Bruce Ski Club. His wife Andrea 
was Jackrabbit coordinator for a number of years 
and now it is his turn to join the community.

Registrar 

Heidi Tones 

Membership update:
W e c u r r e n t l y h a v e a m e m b e r s h i p 
of 926 enthusiastic skiers and snowshoers. Hopefully 
you also signed up for some volunteer positions when 
you registered on zone4. If you have any questions 
about the many positions, either for this year, or future 
years, please email me at smith.tones@gmail.com.

Shovelling Project:
We have been blessed with some fresh snow and 
amazing groomers. In order to preserve some of our 
common brown out spots, a small group of individuals 
have offered to carefully shovel snow onto the trail. If 
you see them out there, thank them!

Meet the Groomers

mailto:smith.tones@gmail.com
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Thank you to the following

The Bruce Ski Club would like to thank                 for the printing of this newsletter.

Patrons 

Southampton Rotary Club 
Midwestern Communications 
Suntrail Source for Adventure 
Anne Louise McArthur & 
Brian O’Doherty 

Sponsors 

Ani and Don Eby 
Vandorp-Hodgkinson Family 
Howlett Family 
Beth & Steph Lowe 
John Tamming and Wendy Bye 
Connie & Andy Poste 
Shirley Holmes 
Isaac Shouldice/Emily  
 Vincent 
Dan and Jackie Mersich 
Tones-Smith Family 
Marg Sanborn 
Ruth and Fred 
Groh Chun Family 
Wilcox Family 
Julie Rice 
Nelson Family 

Pet Valu Owen Sound  
 (Norm Bell) 
Bruce Robinson 
Erin and Aiden Schenkels 
Ann West & Bill Moriarty 
Ayden/Tony/Jack/Tara 
Manwell Family 
van Wieringen Family  
Joe Slade/Nanci Cameron 
Kristal McGee 
Williams Family 
Purdon Ostertag 
Reece-Chin Yut Family 

Friends 

Brian & Rona Lynn Ferguson 
Marsha McLean/Dan Purdon 
Sandy Stevenson 
The Chesser Family 
Davies Straby Family 
Matthies Family 
 ANDROD Construction 
Wardell Family 
Leo Verschuren & Terrie                                            
 Thompson 
Mike & Franziska Edney 

Tobin Day 
McFarlane Family 
Jeremy Luyt and Catherine  
          McKinnon 
Kimberly & Michael Murphy 
Waterton-Scriver Family 
Marcy & Bruce McGill  
Andrea Dawber & Daniel  
  Kleiman 
The Mackay Family 
Joy Ward 
Ken Clarke 
Carol Masse 
Donna Boyd 
Allison Hooper 
Colin Saunders 
Carolyn Renusz & Brian  
  Putnam 
The MacDonald family 
Lloyd Lewis 
Yuhasz-Bell Family 
Abbott Wouters Family 
Betty Barber 
Runner’s Den 
Bakker Family 
Paula Lockyer 

Laura Swanson & Shane  
  Robins 
Anna Roginska & Luke  
 Bagatto 
Carrie Currie 
Waterton/Scriver Family 
Kathryn & Steve Jarvis 
Donna Paterson 
Rick and Kelly Danard 
Michael Jeavons 
Linda Mason 
Rusk Family 
Scholten Venizelos Family 
Lawson’s 
Benedict Family 
Erin Stoddart 
Richard Orr/Cindy Razum 
Michael & Susan Cockburn 
Rodriguez Family 
Christina Milani 
Greg Nicol 
Luders/Shaw Family 
Carley Cook 
Keri-Lyn Durant 
Mary Woude 
Bruce Smith

Our Landowners 

Grey Sauble Conservation Authority 
Ron Gatis 
Kiwanis Whispering Pines Campground 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
The Spencer Family 
Pura Vida Ranch  
Laura McNamara & Bevan Ratcliffe 
The Bruce Trail Conservancy 
Georgian BluffsBruce Ski Club Executive, 2024-25 

President - Dan Purdon                   519-477-5330             president@bruceskiclub.ca 
Web/Facebook - Jill Graham             519-379-9821         jillgraham.outdoor@gmail.com 
Secretary - Deborah  Downie            519-339-0762         deborahdownie62@gmail.com             
Treasurer - Andrew Howlett               519-376-2203               treasurer@bruceskiclub.ca 
Registrar - Heidi Tones               519-477-8870           smith.tones@gmail.com 
Colpoys Trail Capt - Benito Guzman     647-982-4704    benitoguzmanibarguen@gmail.com 
Sawmill  Nordic Centre:   
Facilities Manager  - Fred Schlenker   226-668-9403                  schlenkerfred@gmail.com 
Sawmill Trail Captain - Ron Downie 226-568-2959                         rondebdownie@gmail.com 
Jackrabbits Coordinator- Erin Scheel  416-371-1484              jackrabbits@bruceskiclub.ca 
GBN Liaison - Nora Scott                 416-558-4847      noramargaretscott@gmail.com 
Race Coordinator - Marilyn Suke     519-374-4227                      mpsuke@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor - Paula Wilcox 519-494-6512                     piwilcox@icloud.com

Volunteer for your club! 

Lighting Additional Trails:   
                   president@bruceskiclub.ca  
Jackrabbits: jackrabbits@bruceskiclub.ca 

Races:      mpsuke@gmail.com 

Gerry’s Place Upkeep: 
      jillgraham.outdoor@gmail.com

Great Wolf Relay Races
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